
Dreams for sale in Susiya  

Susiya is a village that Israel wants to make disappear, make it vanish of the 

map and the History. Just pretend it does not exist and it never did. This is 

why you will not find any mark to lead you there, just a couple of stones with 

the name hand-painted on them. But of course it does. It is a thirty-year 

temporary village now, which consists only of some tents and where 12 

families are living in harshly conditions. They are fostering there their future, 

without buildings because they are not allowed to construct anything. Since 

Israel demolished their village, in the eighties they are living in enduring-

provisional conditions. Resisting for the only they have left, a part of their 

land.  

 

Their abject poverty is 

directly confronted to the 

opulence of the 

settlement so-called 

Susia, one of the most 

radical. A settlement 

that, apart of the land, 

has even taken the name 

of the village. Four boys 

of Jenin – Noor Abo 

Alrob, Mohammad 

Nasser Abu Taleb, Mohamad Abo Skha and Ahmad Abo Taleb– , artists of the 

Palestinian Circus School brought there their performance Dreams for sale as 

part of their tour around the West Bank. For one day, they made useful the 

flat playground that Susiya’s children are afraid to use because of the settler’s 

attacks. From there they connect with the people of the village, they 

performed for them and they got personally aware about the situation of 

Susiya  



 

When the show was about to start, adults were wondering where would they 

sit while the children were playing around, enjoying their own space. 

Apparently, it was a bad conditioned place to perform but at the same time it 

turned to be the best where to do it. It was another one of all the 

performances 

of the circus 

group around 

the West Bank, 

but 

undoubtedly 

was feeling 

different. The 

hard situation 

in there made 

it so 

exceptional. 

The children, 

laughing out 

loud, were cheering the artists and the feeling that everybody was forgetting 

the settlement for one hour despite its obvious presence, was planning 

around. It is certainly the place and its audience what really make every show 

in a tour so different and special.  



 

When the show was ended most of the children tried to imitate the 

movements they had just seen. It was the clearest way to ask for workshops, 

to bring the circus school there, demanding activities to arise their creativity 

and stimulates them. 

 

Israel wants to erase the existence of Susiya and the way to be strong in this 

propaganda war is to make all the Palestinians conscious and concerned 

about their situation. That is why so 

important to perform there. And it is 

when the Palestinian circus school 

project meets the hardest 

challenges, in the toughest 

situations and is when circus is fully 

meaning. For the people of Susiya 

staying in their land is resisting. For 

the others, sharing and spreading is 

resisting. Creating strong social 

networks between the Palestinians 

is resisting.  

 

Performing there is absolutely resisting.  

 


